Danvm
Drainage Commissioners

MINUTES OF THE FULL BOARD MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10TH
FEBRUARY 2026 AT MOSS & FENWICK VILLAGE HALL, DN6 OHG.
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Welcome, Introductions and Apologies

The Chair welcomed Members and Officers to the meeting, noting apologies from Clir
McCartney and Cllr M Crane.

Declarations of Interest

No declarations were made.
Additional Agenda Items
No additional agenda items.
Health & Safety

The DO confirmed there were no incidents reported by staff and that risk assessments and
method statements had been reviewed and updated accordingly.

Natural Environment

The DO reported a prevalent issue relating to floating pennywort in the river Aire, which had
migrated from the Calder catchment. There were concerns that this may enter the wider
watercourse network and the matter had been raised with the Environment Agency.

Minutes of the previous Full Board Meeting
The Chair drew attention to the minutes of the previous Board meeting held in November.

It was PROPOSED by Mr P Maddison and SECONDED by Clir M Jordan and UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that the Board approve these minutes as a true record of that meeting.

Minutes of the Policy & Finance Committee Meeting

The minutes of the recent committee meeting were presented for noting.
Joint Consortium Committee Meeting

The minutes of the JCC meeting held in November were presented for noting.
Matters Arising

Regarding Lake Drain being recorded as a revenue item, the CEO confirmed that this is a
capital item currently held within the Profit and Loss balance.

Budget & Rate Setting

The CEO drew attention to the financial position and charts for the second financial quarter,
explaining that monthly budget monitoring is undertaken to ensure income and expenditure
are in line with the approved budget.
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In December, a best estimate of the outturn position was completed. While electricity
remained an unstable variable cost, a budget surplus of £66,000 was estimated, subject to
weather conditions.

The Board’s income was slightly lower than predicted, though not significantly. Income from
public sector partners was lower than predicted, such as from the Mining Remediation
Authority (MRA).

On expenditure, the CEO explained that electricity expenditure was under budget following
an extremely dry summer. Peak intensity rainfall, which can affect pump stations, had not
occurred this year.

The CEO confirmed that £100,000 was expected to be spent on Lake Drain Pump Station,
funded by the MRA.

Expenditure on vehicles exceeded the planned budget due to the theft of a motor vehicle;
these costs were covered by insurance.

Clir Nevett queried whether recent prolonged rainfall would impact the underspend on
electricity. The CEO advised that saturated land increased the potential flood risk.

The DPF advised that the November/December electricity payment was c£50k, with energy
prices increasing.

The CEO advised that Central Government policy decisions may increase energy costs further,
thereby reducing the Board’s ability to invest in future capital projects. He added that ADA
was continuing to raise these concerns with relevant Ministers, including a case for a bespoke
tariff for IDBs.

Clir Nevett queried renewable energy options. The CEO advised that pumps require an instant
response; turbines would therefore be unsuitable. He added that in some instances, fuel
generators were less costly than using electricity.

He advised that Kirk Bramwith Pump Station incurs standing charges of £4,000 per month.

Regarding capital funding, the CEO explained that imminent changes to Flood Defence Grant
in Aid criteria would likely mean that the Board would have to focus on refurbishment of
existing assets, rather than replacement. He added that with billions of pounds worth of life-
expired assets nationally, including coastal defences, the demand could soon oversubscribe
the available funding.

It was confirmed that the Board’s reserves position stood at 101% of the operating budget,
comfortably above the Board'’s target position.

The CEO explained that staff costs were due to increase in line with the ADA White Book, to
which the Board subscribes. The agreed pay award for 2026/27 was 5%.

He advised that a further budget review would be undertaken at the June meeting.
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Clir Jordan queried the increase in the drainage rate given reduced operational expenditure,
and queried variances in discretionary income. The CEO advised that £300,000 had been
allocated from reserves for depot improvements, as outlined in the budget report.

It was PROPOSED by Clir M Jordan and SECONDED by Clir D Nevett and RESOLVED BY
MAIJORITY that the Board set a rate of 18p£ to meet an estimated budget of £3,130,514.

Mr N Welburn, Mr Robinson, M Falkingham, Clir R Tams abstained.
Invoices Paid and Accounts Settled
The Chair referred Members to the schedule of invoices paid and accounts settled.

Mr Duckitt queried why the Board was not utilising Woldmarsh for fuel, noting that market
research suggested lower costs. The DO confirmed that the Board’s current contract was due
to end shortly and would be reviewed.

It was PROPOSED by Mrs G Ivey and SECONDED by Mr P Maddison and UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that the Board approves the invoices paid and accounts settled, totalling
£969,042.64 (net), as a true record.

Internal Audit

The Chair confirmed that the Board’s Internal Auditor had completed the first and second
interim audits for 2025/26.

The DPF noted that the first report concerned updates to the Board’s Financial Regulations,
pending the outcome of the ADA Working Group.

IT Policy

The DPF advised that a new requirement under the annual audit for digital and data
compliance requires smaller authorities, including drainage boards, to adopt an IT Policy
outlining secure and lawful use of IT equipment and software.

The Chair drew attention to the draft IT Policy in the papers.

Clir D Nevett queried whether there is a system in place to raise cyber security standards. The
CEO confirmed that the consortium is Cyber Essentials accredited which is a government-
backed scheme and represents the highest appropriate standard for an organisation of this
size which is reviewed and tested annually.

It was PROPOSED by ClIr Jordan and SECONDED by Mr Maddison and UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that the Board adopts the draft IT Policy.

Capital Programme
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The CEO advised that £350,000 had been allocated for the depot refurbishment. Initial cost
estimates obtained through the market testing processes were confirmed as accurate. Three
contractors were invited to tender, and Fullwoods of Doncaster had been appointed to
undertake the works.

Design costs were payable to the appointed consultant. A sum of approximately £45k
remained available to address HVAC, electrical and security works. A pre-start meeting was
scheduled, and the main contractor was due to commence shortly thereafter. The works were
expected to be substantially completed by the end of May.

The DO advised that modelling for the Beal Lane scheme was complete, and that upon receipt
of the updated drawings, communication would be made with landowners regarding the
acquisition of land required for the new watercourse.

He added that the scheme formed part of a three-year programme funded by the MRA and
National Highways. Mr Crowe confirmed that the project had been budgeted for by the MRA.

In relation to Stubbs Bridge, Doncaster Council had assisted with access arrangements from
the A19. Minor adjustments to the bridge were required and had been formally approved.

Regarding the Hensall village culvert, the DO confirmed that the feasibility study was complete
and a designer would be appointed to develop several options, following which funding would
be requested from the MRA.

Clir Tams raised concerns on behalf of residents regarding project timescales.

The DO advised that several elements, including power supply arrangements and land
acquisition, could not be easily expedited. Clir Tams requested regular updates.

Weedscreen cleaners at Norton Common had been completed. The Board expressed thanks
to Mr A Cooke for granting access to his land.

The DO confirmed that works at Towns Clough were progressing, with Blackshaw Clough to
follow, together with works at Hensall and Gowdall.

In respect of Lake Drain pumps, the DO advised that due to some issues with the pump
manufacturer, installation was now anticipated by the end of April. Fish-friendly pumps would
be installed at Kirk Bramwith. Funding would remain available beyond March.

Public Sector Agreements

The DO advised that the pump station at Great Heck, constructed in 2018, had not been
adopted by the Board due to construction issues. Following meetings with the MRA, progress
was being made towards adoption, subject to a legal agreement.

It was confirmed that the MRA would fund required improvements to bring the asset to an
acceptable standard. These included modifications to the weedscreen cleaner, redirecting
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discharge from Soak Dyke into the canal, and alterations to the drainage system leading to
the pump station.

On the River Aire, outfalls from Knottingley to Rawcliffe had been cleared of trees to six
metres on either side. This would facilitate silt clearance works if required.

Phase Two works on the River Went remained ongoing. However, wet weather conditions
and elevated water levels had temporarily prevented operations.

Works on Taining Drain were ongoing. Permission had been granted to complete Phase Two,
which involved clearing weed growth from the watercourse. Phase Three would be
undertaken during the summer and would involve removing silt and restoring the bed level
to its previous condition.

The DO advised that silt testing was underway to confirm suitability for standard disposal
procedures. An extraction licence would be obtained for the site. A request was being
considered to de-main a section of the watercourse from the former Clough outfall to the
pump station, being the old river section.

At Adwick Mill and Goosepool, a capital scheme for remedial works was ongoing. The full
scope of works was to be confirmed and investigated further.

Membership and Future Elections

Mr Falkingham put forward that Mr Guy Poskitt and Mr Andrew Cooke be co-opted to the
Board.

It was PROPOSED by Mr M Falkingham and SECONDED by Mrs lvey and UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that Mr G Poskitt and Mr A Cooke be co-opted to the Board.

Proposed Electoral Sub-Districts Creation

The CEO presented a proposed map outlining subdivisions of the drainage district. The
proposed sub-districts followed existing District and Parish Council boundaries, aligning with
statutory electoral boundaries to ensure an impartial and transparent approach. Areas were
named by reference to the nearest river.

Mr D Platt left the meeting.

Clir D Nevett queried representation for the Dearne area, noting representation from
Barnsley. It was confirmed that Councillor K. Osborne represented that area as an appointed
member.

Clir Jordan queried the allocation of reserves for elections and the amount set aside. The CEO
confirmed that no specific allocation had been made due to low risk; however, election costs
would be met from general reserves if required.
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The CEO clarified that nominations must be submitted by individuals within the relevant sub-
district.

It was PROPOSED by Mr N Welburn and SECONDED by Mr S Lomas and UNANIMOUSLY
RESOLVED that the Board seek approval from the relevant authority to sub-divide the Danvm
Internal Drainage District into 6 Electoral Sub-Districts.

Mr N Welburn and Mr M Falkingham left the meeting.
Plant and Vehicles
The DO confirmed that a John Deere tractor and mower had been ordered.

He added that the Board may consider replacing the 13-tonne attachment in due course
within the plant replacement schedule.

Maintenance

The DO advised that the recent adverse weather had curtailed operations. Piling works had
been suspended due to ground conditions preventing safe access. Tree works were ongoing.

It was highlighted that bank slips had been identified at several steep watercourses with
narrow banks.

Development Control & Planning

The DO reported significant development proposals at Eggborough, comprising
approximately 1,500 dwellings across 150 acres. The site contained one culverted and two
open sections of IDB-maintained watercourse that drain Eggborough. The Board was actively
involved in reviewing proposed designs and had ensured that all easements were protected.

A nine-metre easement would be provided alongside existing watercourses. Surface water
would be stored and managed on site within six lagoons, although the Board was seeking a
reduction in this number.

Regarding the Fenwick Solar Farm, drainage principles had been agreed with no concerns
identified. Discussions with the developer were ongoing. The Development Consent Order’s
protective provisions would mirror those agreed by the Board’s solicitor for an equivalent
development in the Ouse and Humber area. The developer had met the associated legal costs.

Z2G2025/1035/FULM — 85 dwellings in Whitley — holding objection due to outstanding issues
with drainage on earlier phase of development.

Z2G2025/1181/FULM - 50 dwellings on Weeland Road, Eggborough — objection submitted due
to concerns regarding access for watercourse maintenance.

Askern former sawmill site residential development — updated plans received from developer.
Site visit planned to finalise drainage plans.
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Turning to enforcement matters, the DO referred to Steam Dyke, Askern — contact had been
made with the landowner regarding obstructions within the watercourse. The Operations
Manager would be monitoring the situation.

The DO reported that consents had been issued for surface water connections at Askern
Road, Clay Dyke Sykehouse, Shaw Lane Fenwick & Askern Greyhound Stadium.

Future Meetings
Dates for provisional future meetings were confirmed.

2026/27 Dates - Provisional

Wednesday 20" May — Policy & Finance Committee

Tuesday 9™ June — Full Board Meeting

Wednesday 22" July — Driffield Show

Tuesday 28" July — Policy & Finance Committee

Tuesday 13" October — Policy & Finance Committee

Tuesday 3™ November — Full Board Meeting

Tuesday 24" November — ADA Flood & Water Conference (London) - TBC
Thursday 26™ November — Joint Consortium Committee

Tuesday 1% December — ADA Annual General Meeting (Online) - TBC
Tuesday 19" January 2027 — Policy & Finance Committee

Tuesday 9™ February 2027 — Full Board Meeting

The Chair thanked Members and Officers and closed the meeting.
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